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For Immediate Release

On Wednesday, 24 Sept. 2008 by voting to abolish Article 50 of the Iraqi
Provincia Election Law of councilsfor governorates, districts and sub-districtsin
order to remove the minority rights of the Electoral Act. This is a deliberate
violation of the constitution of Irag, which recognizes and guarantees the civil
and political rights and freedoms of all citizens of Iraq regardless of gender, race,
nationality, origin or religious belief. The justification provided for this action is
under the pretext of the absence of accurate statistics about the Assyrians (also
known as Chaldeans and Syriacs), the Y ezidis and the Shabaks.

The systematic and forced displacement and subsequent exodus of Assyrians from
our homeland, particularly after the liberation of Irag, and the failure of the new
Iragi government to provide security and protection has reduced our numbers, thus
causing us to be categorized as a minority in our own ancestral lands, rather than
being rightfully recognized as the origina and indigenous people of the region.
Assyrians, once congtituting 50% of the population, are now estimated to be about
3% of thetotal population.

Assyrians embrace demaocracy, but until democracy matures in a country such as
Irag, dominated by Idamic extremists, radical insurgents and fundamental anti-
Assyrians, the inherent friction and tensions therein will exact a heavy toll on
Assyrians. What hope do Assyrians have in a democracy that deprives them of
effectively participating in the election process? What hope do Assyrians have in
a democracy where the major Iragi political parties have banded together and
voted to eliminate the Assyrian representation in the government?

We deplore the action of the Iragi Parliament and demand that the Iraqgi
government respect the international conventions and charters when making such
unjust decisions. We ask that the Iragi government take immediate action to
reverse this decision and defend those whose essentia rights are violated. The
Assyrian pleato the Iragi government to uphold human rights is that the cry for an
Assyrian autonomous region in Northern Irag, the ancestral land of the Assyrians,
will be heeded and that this autonomous region will be granted as an integrated state
within the modern Federal Republic of Irag. The establishment of such aregion is
crucial to the security and survival of the Assyrian nation and would be a testament
to the commitment of the new Iragi government to upholding democracy and human
rights in Iraq and would serve as a story of freedom, democracy, rule of law and
economic prosperity in the Middle East.
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